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ETLEY ABBY; 
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In BLANK VERSE: 
ro WHICH 18 PREFIXED: | ; 
A ſhort Account of that Monaſtery, from its firſt Founda- 
tion, collected from the beſt Authority, 

ee Ido love theſe ancient Ruins: 


« We never tread upon them, but we ſet 


Our Foot upon ſome reverend Hiſtory. 


a”. 


WeBsTER's Dutcheſs of MALPV. 


— 


L ON DON: 
Printed in the Year 1765. 


An ACCOUNT of 
N E T L E T B „ hs 


thaw: its firſt FOUNDATION. 


ETLEY, otherwiſe Lettley-Abby, was 1 
by King Henry III. in the year of our Lord, 
1239, for Ciſtercian monks, and dedicated to St. Mary 
and St. Edward; from which laſt it was called St. Edward's 
Place: he endowed it with lands in the 35th year of 
his reign. It was a large building, built in form of a 
croſs ; ſome part of which, (as tradition ſays) was de- 
ſecrated, by converting the weſt end of the church into 
a kitchen, and other offices. That the weſt end of the 
church might be converted into offices is not improbable, 
as there now remain ſeveral ovens pretty entire, which 
in ſome meaſure ſeem to confirm the account: but whe- 
ther the kitchen was on that ſpot ſeems rather a dubious 
point; as on the ſouth ſide of the ruin there is a room 
of a great ſize, and arched, in the fide of which is a 
very large chimney, that could I think be applied to no 
Other uſe; and, that ſo large a one was highly neceſlary, 
is certain e an account two very old men now alive 
give of a family that once inhabited it; which family 
was Lord Hertford's, and conſiſted of 120 perſons : 
they baked, and for their private uſe expended a load of 
wheat EY week: however extraordinary this may 


I | ſeem, 


3 = bed 
A ſcem, the abovementioned perſons from whom this piece 
y of information comes, are men of undoubted veracity, 

3 and remember in their youth to have heard their fathers 

mention theſe circumſtances: their anceſtors for many 

generations back have all lived within three miles of the 

ö place, and their fathers in particular worked as day- 

1 labourers in the neighbourhood at the time Lord Hert- 

N ford dwelt there. The eaſt end was then, and indeed 
from the time of its deſtruction as a monaſtery was 
kept for a private chapel, in which ſtate it continued 

many years. 8 

EY Soon after the deſtruction of religious look: | in the 
reign of King Henry VIII. I have heard that an earl of 
=. Southampton lived there: Lord Hertford inhabited it 

"= ſince him, and Sir Berkley Lucy, to whom his Lordſhip 

| {old it. 

| It was blown up with a view of the materials being 

I _ diſpoſed of; a man whoſe name was Taylor bought 

them, and fold them again to build St. Mary's church, 

which ſtands on the other {ide of the water about half a 

mile from the ſhore, and about a mile diſtant from the 

town of Southampton. Taylor afterwards endeavouring 
to pull down the roof, walls, &c. that remained ſtand- 
ing, was cruſhed to death by part of the weſt wall. 
A man who lived at Downton in Wiltſhire, (his name 
[ cannot learn) bought the leads with which the abby 
was covered, but reaped very little advantage from 


his . he being _— by falling into the veſſel 


where 


(23 
where they were e melting. The common people idly 
imagine it was a judgment upon them, and tell a long 
ſtory of a dream Taylor had the night before, warning 


him of it; but ſuch nonſenſe as that is from the 3 
purpoſe, and at no time indeed at all worth relating. 


When the catalogue © religious houſes in 58 L 
land and Wales was delivered in to King Henry VII. 
in the twenty-ſixth year of his reign, with the yearly 
value of each of them, that of So or Lettley amount- 
FF AA 175 ws 80 0 
or according to Speed — — I6ol. 28. gd. 
At the diftance of about a quarter of a mile from the 
abby ſtands the caſtle, cloſe to the ſea- ſide: round it is a 
mote, which had formerly a ſluice: the water in it is ſalt, 
and it was made not only as a kind of ſafeguard to the yg 
but alſo for a reſervoir of ſalt- water fiſh for the monks on 
their faſt-days: many large ponds are there in the neigh- 
| bourhood, which ſupplied the monaſtery with other fiſh. 
Not above thirty years ago there was one of the cannons 
that belonged to the caſtle in being: it ſtood in the field 
between that and the abby, but was fold by the then 
proprietor to a man named Duke, that lived about four 
miles off, who bought it for old iron. The cannon was 
a remarkable one, not being caſt as others are, but made 
of bar iron, and ſo large that a middle ſize man could 
creep into it. When the caſtle was firſt fortified I know 
not, nor 1s there any tradition ; ; but it could not have 


been 


[8] 


been till long after the abby was founded, as rt 
was a thing at that time unknown. 
Sir William Dugdale in his I Anglicanum 
ſpeaks thus of the aby. 
The charter of King Henry III. dated the 30 h 


by year of his reign, ſhews him to have been the founder 


of this monaſtery, which he calls St. Mary of St. 


« Edward's. Place, and that he endowed it with the land 
© whereon it ſtood, as allo thole of Lettley, Hume Welew, 
« Totinton, Gumelculn, Nordley, Deverel-Kingſton, 


© Waddon, Aykeley, and Lacton, and the revenues of 


6 Chirleton, Southampton and Suthwerk, as alſo 100 
* acres in the manor of Schire, confirming all donations 
* made or to be made to thoſe. monks.” v. vol. . 
p. 108. | 


For an account of the Ciſtercian order which theſe 


monks were of, v. P- 86. of vol. 1. 


Thus I have endeavoured as nearly as poſſible to re- 
late every thing that is known or authentick in regard to 


theſe ruins, and I have cleared up a miſtake, under 


which many people lay, who fancied it was time only 


that had decayed this noble edifice. St. Mary's church 


was built and compleated, the eſtate and manor with the 
ruin after going through one or two families, was pur- 


chaſed by Thomas Lee Dummer, Eſq; of Cranbury, in 
the ſame county, who is ſtill in poſſeſſion of them, and 


to whom the following poem 18 dedicated by 


THE AUTHOR. 
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E IG H on the Gininkit! of yon veidant pain, £ 
Beneath whole falling edge, the nn * 

Swept by che billows of the Weſtern flood, 

Repels the rage of Neptune; there behold 


The ſcatter d heaps; of - Netley's ancient fane - 


pace 


Through many centuries in record fam'd: 
At length her ſtately fabric is no more: 00 
Deep in the duſt her ſpoils lie far arounx cc 
What cannot hungry Avarice perform? 

He lives, who once beheld her in her prime. mis 


a 


B Had | 


Not envious Time with his devouring ſeythe | + 


110 


Had min d her rooted baſe, or ſunk her towers 
| She ſtood the boaſt of each ſucceeding age, 
Till meagre Avarice, that fell diſeaſe, 


In a dark, baneful hour, with greedy ſtep 

And dire deſign, impatient of her fall, y 
Stole on, and rear d her ſtandard o'er the 641 — 
With rude approach, unhallow'd luſt of gold, 
With ruffian hands and facrilegious r * 7 


Ruin and deſolation led her van 


Ruſhing at once they fack d the ſolemn pile; 
Infatiate fiends'} voracious of their prey. 
Beneath the conſecrated edifice, 


Low in the boſom. of the earth were ſpread., 


Under its deep foundations, fatal mines, 


Sulphureous trains, wide waſting where they flam'd. 


Vain are deſcriptions of the poignant grief 
That pierc'd her votaries, when firſt they felt 


„ 
The ſudden ſhock, and heard the diſmal craſh 5 
Burſting their mounds at once, the trains * up— 


An univerſal wreck enſued: the ſpires, JJ awe Þ» 


The aweful domes, the pillars, columns, les 

Arches and moles, torn by concuſſion, fell. 

The ſpiry ſmoke aſcending to the ſky 

Darken d and choak d the air with duſky clouds; 
While i in the midſt reverberating back 

The roaring ocean, and its diſtant ſhores, 

Like thunder ecchoed the exploſion loud. 

How art thou chang'd! how ſunk! O how indeed! 

Low level d is thy ſacred dignity b Miel , 

Thy once high-tow'ring frame, thy worſhip d __ 

The hallow'd habitation of thy ſaints, | 

Far as the eye can ſtrain its ee 

In fragments lie promiſcuous: heaps on heaps. 

Vet, let the man with contemplation dens dz 5 

: 


. ⁵˙ » 
Ws 


12 ] 
Who loves to muſe, delights in penſive thought, 


Here lonely tread, in the dead wafte of night 


il Fl When all is huſh'd, the ſolemn paths, the walks 
is i And gloomy cloiſters; where long time ago 
The reyrend fathers us'd to meditate 
The virtues of the faint whom they ador'd--- 
Or through the dreary mazes of the vaults 


And hollow-founding caverns wand'ring on, 


By the faint glimmering of the moon behold + 

bf ; The foaming ſurf---that ever and anon ds 52H. 

| | 0 | | Impetuous drives, | and breaks upon the ſand 33 

i | Whilſt each low murmuring blaſt tranſports the fund; . 
And ruſtles hoarſly through the mouldering towers 


With ivy canopied, beneath whoſe roof 


_ — gre — n 
+ 355, oY att : 
_ 


The ponderous columns on each other lie--- 
In ruin full magnificent they form 


A mals ſuperb---a venerable ſcene 


Of 


11 
Of ſacred grandeur waſting to decay— 
Here let bim filently explore the depths | 
Of the Ciſtercians deſolated cells. +; 
Though claps of thunder rock the tottering pile, 
And the ſwift lightning's oft repeated flaſh 
Glance through the window with 10 fading fire 
Or if ſome meteor in the great expanſe, 
With ſtreaming flame o erhang the ſhaggy top, 
Caſting a glare amid the foliage wild, 
That ſpreads romantic o'er the abby walls 
Though trom ſome dark receſs with ghaſtly fare, 
An airy troop of pale cold ſhiv'r ring ghoſts 
Should lightly ſkim along the loneſome TY 
By the blue vaporing lamp here let him ſit, 
Or by the twinkling. glow- worm's yellow light, 
Behold the hour-glaſs ebb, and grain by grain 
The trickling ſand deſcend ; whilſt o'er his head 

Along 


3 1 45 
Along the broken ſtructure hoar and rough 


The moping ſcriech-owl, fatal bird of night, 


Wo Claps ominous her wings, foreboding death. 
And hark! long founding through the moſs- grow n caves, 
= A feeble din of cannons from the ſhips, 
That ſafely ride in their far-diftant * 
Saluting the arrival of a crew | 
In the thin air o erwhelm' d the loud report 
| P.a,intly approaches his ſequeſter d cell. 
10 * Anon he quits his viſionary ſeat, N 
; And mounts the ſpiral ſtair-caſe, i in whoſe ſides 
i | The yawning gaps devouring Time has form'd 
l : Afford an entrance to the bluſt'ring North, 
8 That bleakly forces in; and nipping cold 
| Whiſtles along the thorny-veſted iles: 

| Here on a formidable eminence, 
| = That pointed juts above the abby's nave, 
Wh 5 5 1 85 Awhile 


T7%73 


Awhile he reſts, and ruminating cries, 


How like an airy dream is human life! 
Illuſion all ! a ſcene of mimickry 
So fleet! ſo volatile's the tate of things! 


Whilſt Echo from each concave cell repeats 
His accents: tis like her! now here] now gone! 
Then hear, E terial Deity, divine EZ | 

O great Almighty Pow'r! thou God diate 
Look down from heav n, behold thy creature man ! 
And ever gracious guide him 1n the paths 

"Of ſacred piety, celeſtial truth! ; 
And O diſpoſe him always to adore 
With ſtrict obedience thy divine decrees : 
That when his life, his actions ſtand reveal d, 
His very heart, his every ſecret thought, 

At the laſt day before thy juſt tribunal, 

| When he beholds Thee on thy throne dſo d 
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